
Ultimate Book Club Discussion Question List

General book club questions
1. Would you recommend this book to someone? Why or why not (or with what

caveats)?
2. What kind of reader would most enjoy this book?
3. Howmuch did you know about this book before picking it up? What surprised

you the most about the book?
4. How thought-provoking did you find the book? Did the book change your

opinion about anything, or did you learn something new from it? If so, what?
5. How did the bookmake you feel? Did it evoke any emotions? Make you laugh,

cry, or cringe?
6. How, if at all, did this book relate to your own life? Did it evoke anymemories

or connections for you?
7. Did you highlight or bookmark any passages from the book? Did you have a

favorite quote or quotes? If so, share which and why?
8. What were some of your favorite scenes from the book? Why did they stand

out to you?
9. What was the most challenging or di�cult part of the book for you to read or

understand? How did you overcome it?
10. How would you adapt this book into a movie? Who would you cast in the

leading roles?
11. If you could improve one thing about the book, what would it be?
12. Rate this book on a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 the highest. Why did you give the

book the rating you did? Did any part of this book club discussion change
your rating fromwhat it would have been directly after finishing the book?

General book club discussion questions – Author
13. Who is the author and what is their background or experience in relation to

the book?
14. Why do you think the author wrote this book? What was their purpose or goal?
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15. Howmuch do you think the author’s personal views or biases influenced the
book and how do you feel about that?

16. How does this book compare to other books by the same author or in the same
genre?

17. If you could ask the author one question about this book, what would it be?

General book club discussion questions –Writing style
18. Did you find the author’s writing style easy to read or hard to read? How long

did it take you to get into the book?
19. How did the author use language, tone, structure, imagery, dialogue, etc. to

tell the story and create an e�ect on the reader?
20. Did the author use any literary devices, techniques, or styles to enhance their

writing, and to what e�ect?
21. Discuss the author’s use of symbols, metaphors, or imagery to convey their

ideas or emotions.
22. What did you like or dislike about the author’s writing style and why?
23. How did the author’s writing style enhance or detract from the story or the

message of the book?
24. How would you describe the author’s writing style in a few words?
25. Did the author’s style and voice suit the genre and tone of the book?

General book club discussion questions – Themes:
26. What were the main themes or messages of the book and how did they relate

to the story?
27. How did the bookmake you think or feel about a certain topic or issue?
28. What did you learn from the book or what did it teach you about yourself or

others?
29. How did the book challenge or change your perspective or opinion on

something?
30. How relevant or relatable are the themes or messages of the book to your own

life, or to society today?



3

Book club discussion questions for fiction

General fiction book club questions
31. Who was your favorite character and why?
32. Which character did you find the most complex or intriguing and why?
33. How did the main character(s) change or grow throughout the story?
34. How did the secondary characters impact or influence the main character(s)

or story?
35. Which character did you relate to or empathize with the most and why?
36. Which character did you dislike or disagree with the most and why?
37. Are there any characters you wish you could have given advice to? What would

you tell them?
38. What do you think happens to the characters after the novel concludes?
39. How did the author create conflict and tension in the book? What was the

main conflict or problem in the story and how was it resolved?
40. How did the author keep you interested or surprised throughout the story?
41. What was the most memorable or shocking scene or twist in the story and

why?
42. What was the most satisfying or disappointing part of the story and why?
43. How did you feel about the ending? Was it satisfying or did you want more?

Mystery book club questions
44. Were you surprised by who ended up being the person who committed the

crime? If you guessed who did it, what clues did you notice that made you
suspect them? If you were surprised, who did you think it was going to be
instead? What was the biggest red herring that threw you o� track?

45. How did the author introduce the mainmystery or crime in the book? Did it
grab your attention andmake you curious right from the beginning?

46. How did the author create suspense and intrigue throughout the book? What
techniques did they use to keep you engaged and guessing?

47. Did you find that the clues and evidence presented in the bookmade sense
and fit together? If not, what stuck out for you?

48. How did the author develop the main character(s), especially the detective or
sleuth? Did you like them or find them interesting? Did they have any quirks
or habits that made themmemorable?

49. How did the book end? Were you satisfied with the solution or reveal of the
mystery or crime? Did it make sense and tie up all the loose ends?
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50. How did the author explore themes such as justice, truth, deception, or
morality?

Thriller and horror book club discussion questions
51. How did the setting and atmosphere of the book a�ect the mood and tone of

the story? Did it create a sense of danger, mystery, dread or unease?
52. How did the author generate suspense and tension throughout the book? How

did they initially draw you in? What techniques did they use to keep you
hooked and on edge?

53. Did the author surprise or shock you with twists and turns in the plot? Did you
see them coming or were you caught o� guard?

54. What did you think of the main character? Did they make any decisions that
you didn’t agree with in response to the conflict of the novel?

55. Most thriller or horror stories have a villain. How did the author portray
them? Did you understand their motives or methods? Did they have any
redeeming qualities or human emotions?

56. How did the author use di�erent perspectives or narrators to tell the story?
Did it add to the complexity or confusion of the plot? Did it reveal any secrets
or clues that youmissed before?

57. How did the author balance the action and/or violence with the psychological
and emotional aspects of the story?

58. How did the author explore themes such as justice, morality, revenge, loyalty,
or survival?

59. If there was a supernatural element to the story, what was its purpose? Was it
merely to advance to the plot or was it a metaphor for something else?

60. Were you satisfied with the book’s outcome or did you have any questions or
doubts left unanswered?

Historical Fiction book club questions
61. How did the author blend historical facts and fiction in this book? Did you find

the book accurate and authentic?
62. How did the author portray the historical setting and period of this book? Did

you learn anything new or interesting about the time and place of the story?
63. Did the author use any historical sources or references in this book? Did you

find them helpful and credible?
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64. Did this book challenge or change your perspective on any historical events or
figures? Did it make you want to learn more about them?

65. How did this book relate to your own life experiences or interests in the
present day?

66. If you could travel back in time to the historical setting and period of this
book, what would you do or see?

Romance book club questions
67. Was the romance believable to you? Why or why not?
68. How did you feel about the main couple’s chemistry and compatibility? Did

you root for them or not?
69. What did you think of the main conflict or obstacle that kept the couple apart?

Was it realistic or contrived?
70. How did the setting and time period of the novel a�ect the romance? Did it

add to the atmosphere or create challenges for the characters?
71. How did the author balance the romance with other elements such as humor,

suspense, drama, or social commentary?
72. How did the secondary characters contribute to the story and the romance?

Did you have a favorite or least favorite side character?
73. What do you think happens to the main couple after the novel ends?
74. How did the novel explore themes such as love, trust, communication, family,

identity, or sexuality?
75. How did you like the level of heat in the novel?

Fantasy book club questions
76. How did the author create the fantasy world in the book? Did they provide any

maps, glossaries, or appendices to help you understand it?
77. Did the main characters have any special abilities or powers that made them

unique or powerful? If so, are these powers or abilities that you’d like to
have? Why or why not? What would you do with these abilities?

78. How did the author present the magic system in the book? Did they do a good
job of explaining how it works and what its rules and limitations are? Did it
make sense and fit with the story?

79. How did the author portray any other races or creatures in the book? If so,
what did you think of their culture or history?
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80. How did the author use the setting and atmosphere of the book to enhance the
fantasy andmood of the story?

81. How did the author explore themes such as heroism, destiny, loyalty, or
morality?

Science fiction book club questions
82. How did the author create the science fiction world or scenario in the book?
83. Did the author use any scientific or technological concepts or theories to

support their imagination?
84. Did you find the world or scenario they created plausible? Why or why not?
85. Contrast the science fiction world with our actual world. Would you want to

live in the world the author built?
86. What does the world of the book say about our actual world, if anything? Is it

optimistic about a potential future or cautionary?
87. How do the book’s characters react to the science fiction world or scenario

they experience? How does it compare to how you would react if placed in this
situation or world?

88. Did the main characters have any special skills or abilities that made them fit
or stand out in the science fiction world or scenario?

Book club discussion questions for nonfiction

Nonfiction book club questions
89. How would you describe the book in one sentence? What is the main point or

purpose of the book?
90. What are some of the questions or criticisms you have about the book? How

would you challenge or debate the author’s claims or arguments?
91. How did the book change your opinion or perspective on the topic? Did it

confirm or contradict any of your assumptions or expectations?
92. What was the most memorable or impactful story, anecdote, or example in

the book? Why did it stand out to you?
93. What was the most surprising or shocking thing you learned from the book?

How did it make you feel?
94. How did the author engage and persuade you as a reader in the book?
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95. How did the author’s choice of how to frame and organize the book impact its
e�ectiveness for you?

96. How did the author address any counter arguments or criticisms in the book?
Did they acknowledge any limitations, gaps, or biases in their research or
writing? Did you find their arguments convincing?

97. What are some of the ethical, moral, or social implications of the book? How
does it challenge or support your values or beliefs?

98. Did the book inspire you to take action, change your behavior, or think
di�erently about something?

99. What are some of the limitations or biases of the book? How does it reflect the
author’s background, perspective, or agenda?

Memoir book club questions
100. Did the author use a chronological, thematic, or episodic structure to tell their

life story in the book, and how did this choice enhance their narrative?
101. How did the author develop their voice and personality in the book? Did you

like them or find them interesting? Did they have any humor, honesty, or
insight that made themmemorable or relatable?

102. How did the author create interest and engagement in the book? What were
the main events or turning points that shaped their life story? How did they
capture your attention and curiosity?

103. Did the author surprise you with any revelations or discoveries in the book?
Did you learn anything new or unexpected about them or their life
experiences?

104. How did the author portray the other people in their life in the book? What
was their influence or impact on the author’s life choices or outcomes?

105. How did the author explore topics such as identity, family, relationships,
career, or spirituality?

106. How did the book end? Were you satisfied with the conclusion or reflection of
the author’s life journey?

107. How did the author’s story make you reflect on your own life and experiences?
108. Why do you think the author wanted to tell their story? What do you think is

the main thing they wanted you to come away from reading the book with?
109. Did you find the author to be a reliable narrator of their own history? Why or

why not?
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Biography book club questions
110. How did the author research and write the biography of the subject? Did they

use any sources, interviews, or documents to support their facts and claims?
Did you trust that they are an authoritative source on the subject?

111. How did the author portray the subject’s personality and character in the
book? Did you like them or find them interesting? Did they have any
strengths, weaknesses, or quirks that made them unique or influential?

112. How did the author present the main achievements or contributions of the
subject in the book? What made them noteworthy as the subject of a book? Did
they make a lasting impact or legacy in their field or society?

113. How did the author create interest and engagement in the book? What were
the main events or challenges that shaped the subject’s life story? How did
they capture your attention and curiosity?

114. Howmuch did you know about the subject of the book before reading? Did
you learn anything new or surprising about them?

115. How did the author use the setting and context of the book to enhance the
subject’s life story and perspective? Did the author succeed in creating a sense
of time, place, or culture?

116. How did the book end? Were you satisfied with the summary or evaluation of
the subject’s life journey? Did it inspire you or challenge you in any way?

Self-Help / Personal Development book club questions
117. What was the mainmessage or lesson of this book? Did you find it inspiring

andmotivating?
118. How did this book relate to your own life experiences or interests? Did it

inspire you to take any action or make any changes in your life?
119. How do you plan to implement what you learned from this book in your daily

life? What are some specific steps or strategies that you will use?
120. What was the most useful or valuable advice or tip that you learned from this

book?
121. How credible and reliable do you think this book is as a source of guidance and

support on its topic or issue? What sources or references did the author cite
that add to its credibility?

122. What questions do you still have after reading this book? What would you like
to learn more about?

123. What piece of advice from this book do you think will be most di�cult for you
to apply? Why?

124. Was there any guidance or advice in this book that you disagreed with?


